4 LLESSON 2

THE ALPHABET

The Russian alphabet (also called the Cyrillic alphabet) is listed below in alphabetical order, except for the letters
e and &, which are not distinguished from each other in alphabetical listings such as dictionaries. The two dots
over & /yo/ stand for stress; elsewhere stress is marked with * e.g. é /yé/, 16 /ya/ 1 /i/, etc. Stress is not marked
in ordinary Russian texts —only in textbooks, dictionaries, erc.. The English 'equivalents' are only rough
approximations. Practice saying the letter names in groups of 5 and learn the order, e.g abBra, exauii, kaMio, . . .

upper lower letter English upper lower leter English
case case name equivalent case case name equivalent
A a a a as in father IT I 3 p as in pet
b 6 63 b as in bet P p p ¢ (none; cf. Spanish trilled r)
B B B3 v as in vet C c ac s as in set
I r ) g as in get ap T T t as in zap
bl bil 3 d as in debt A y y u as in brute
E e e ye as in yet (4] b 3¢ Jds In fat
E é é yo as in York x X xa (none; ¢f. German ch)
K xK Ke Z as in seizure LI il e ts as in bolrs
3 3 33 Z as in zoom Yy Y ye ch as in chin
)41 H H t as in machine 11 1 ma sh as in shin
% i 1 kpatkoe! y as in boy 111 i a « shsh as in Danish ship
K K Ka s k as in book b b TBEPILIA 3HAK®
JI hj| 3Jib or 35N [ as in let bl bl Bl 1 as in bit
M M IM m as in met b b MATKNI 3HAK®
H H 3H 1 as in net ) 3 3 e as in bet
0 0 0 0 as in story 10 10 10 yu as in Yule
| 51 A ya as in yacht

RUSSIAN FIRST NAMES

Women's names Men's names

Nickname Full name English Nickname Full name English
Camwa, lUlypa  Anekcdunpa Alexandra Cawa, lllypa  Anekcaunp Alexander
Ans, Hiopa AHHa Ann, Anna Anéuwa, Jléwa Anekcéii Alexis
Bapn Bapsdpa Barbara Tons AHaTONHI Anatole
Bépa Bépa Faith; Vera AHOpidla AHOpeéit Andrew
Jania Hapbsi Darya bBopna Bopiic Boris
Hlénn EBrénns Eugenia, Jean Bica Bacyinmit Basil
KaTs EkaTepiina Katherine BiiTa Burtanmii, BiikTop Vitaly, Victor
Jléna, Jléns Enéna Helen Bondns, Boa  Bnagiimup Vladimir
Jlaa Enuzaséra Elizabeth Cnaba Bsiuecnas Vyacheslav
anna auna Jean Iéna eHHAIHIT Gennady
36n 36n Zoe Hopa [eopruii George
Wpa Wpiina Irene Iima, Mt [IMiATpwii Dmitry
Kiipa Kipa Kira Ménsn EBrénmii Eugene
Jliina Jhinus Lydia Bausn Mpin John, Ivan
Jhoba Jio66Bb Charity, Amy Kécrsa KoncTaHTiH Constantine
Jhoca, Jiwaa  Jlioamiina Ludmilla Jléna Jles Leo
Maua Mapiisi, Mapbsa Mary Miiwma Muxaiin Michael
Hinas Hanéxna Hope Konsa Hukonii Nicholas
Hartdwa Haranea Natalie [Tawa [Nasen Paul
Hitna Hiina Nina Térn [érp Peter
Onsn, Jléns Onvra Olga Cepéxa Cepréii Serge
Conna Cédba Sophia Créna CTendn Stephen
Madpa, Tdma  Tamapa Tarmara Opa 10 puiii George
Taus TaTbsina Tatyana Awa flikon Jacob

- Pronounced /i kratkaya/ 'short i' —represents a consonantal sound, despite its name.

GO =

- Pronounced /tv'ordiy znak/ 'hard sign' — an orthographical symbol representing no sound in itself.
- Pronounced /m’a'xk'ly znak/ 'soft sign' —an orthographical symbol representing no sound in itself.



