
SAMPLE WORD NESTS 
 
From Intermediate Russian: The Twelve Chairs  by Slava Paperno, Alice Stone 
Nakhimovsky, Alexander Naklhimovsky, Richard L. Leed. Slavica Publishers 
 
ÎÄ(È)Í- (→îä(è)í-, åäèí-) one; only, sole, lone; single; uni-; mono- 

îäķí one; a; alone åäķíñòâåííûé only, sole 
îäíŧêî however, only åäķíñòâî unity 
îäíîâðåìšííûé simultaneous åäèíîãëŧñíî unanimously 
îäíîîáðŧçíûé monotonous åäèíîîáðŧçíûé uniform 
îäèíŧêîâûé identical åäèíķöà the figure ‘1’ (math.) 

 

ÌÐ- (→ ìð-, ìèð-, ìåð-) death; mort- 
óìåðšòü, óìðŸò; óìèðŧòü die ñìšðòü death 
ì¸ðòâûé dead ñìšðòíîñòü mortality, death rate 
â²ìåðåòü die out, become extinct ñìšðòíûé pertaining to death; mortal (noun) 
 ñìåðòšëüíûé fatal, deadly 

 
ÂÅÒ- (→âåò-, âå÷-, âåù- [îá-]åù) say, speak 

ñîâšò advice, counsel; council, soviet ñîâšòîâàòü advise 
ïðèâšò greetings ïðèâšòñòâîâàòü greet 
îáåùŧíèå promise îáåùŧòü promise 
ñîîòâšòñòâèå conformity, correspondence ñîîòâšòñòâîâàòü correspond, answer to 
îòâšò answer, response îòâšòèòü/îòâå÷ŧòü answer, respond 
îòâšòñòâåííûé responsible áåçîòâšòñòâåííûé irresponsible 

 

ÏÉ- (→ ïè(é)-, ïü-, ïåé-, ïî(é)-, ïà(é)-, ïèâ-) drink 
ïķòü/â²ïèòü drink â²ïèòü/âûïèâŧòü get drunk 
ïü¿íûé drunk ïķâî beer îòïķòü/îòïèâŧòü sip 
ïü¿íèöà drunkard ïîķòü/íàïîķòü give to drink; water (animals) 
Íàïķòîê beverage ïîäïîķòü/ïîäïŧèâàòü make somebody drunk 
óïîšíèå rapture, ecstasy Ťí âñïîķë è â²êîðìèë ñèðťò. He brought up 
óïî¸ííûé ñëŧâîé drunk with glory orphans. (Lit., provided drink and food) 

 
ÄÎÐÎÃ-1 (→äîðîã-, äîðîæ-, äðàã-, äðàæ-) dear, expensive 
 

äîðîãťé dear, expensive äťðîãî/äîðťæå dearly/more dearly, expensively 
äîðîæķòü prize, value, esteem äðàãîöšííîñòè jewelry, valuables 

 
ÄÎÐŤÃ-2 (→äîðťã-, äîðťæ-) road 
 

äîðťãà road, route æåëšçíàÿ äîðťãà railroad 
äîðťæêà path, track æåëåçíîäîðťæíûé railroad 
 æåëåçíîäîðťæíèê railway worker 

ÊËÞ×- key, -clude, -cluse 
 

èñêëþ÷ķòü/èñëþ÷ŧòü exclude, except, expel èñêëþ÷šíèå exception 
âêëþ÷ķòü/âëþ÷ŧòü include; switch on âêëþ÷ķòåëüíî inclusively 
êëº÷ key èñêëþ÷ķòåëüíûé exceptional 
Â²êëþ÷èòü/âûêëþ÷ŧòü switch off âûêëþ÷ŧòåëü switch 

 



ÑÏ/Í- sleep, dream 
 

 

ñïŧòü sleep ñťí dream; sleep 
çàñíŸòü/çàñûïŧòü go to sleep ïðîñíŸòüñÿ/ïðîñûïŧòüñÿ get awake, awake 
Ïðîñïŧòü/ïðîñûïŧòü sleep through; oversleep ñíķòüñÿ dream 
â²ñïàòüñÿ/âûñûïŧòüñÿ get enough sleep óñíŸòü fall asleep 

 

Words related to this root in English are: hypnotic (from Greek), 
and soporific (from Latin). 

 
ÏÓÑÒ-1 (→ïóñò-, ïóñê-, ïóù-) let loose, allow, release, -mit 
 

ïŸñòü let (somebody do something) ïðťïóñê permit 
Ñïóñòķòüñÿ/ñïóñêŧòüñÿ descend ïðîïóñòķòü/ïðîïóñêŧòü let pass, let through 
â²ïóñòèòü/âûïóñêŧòü let out; publish âïóñòķòü/âïóñêŧòü let in 
îïóñòķòü/îïóñêŧòü let down, lower, drop îòïóñòķòü/îòïóñêŧòü let go, release 
íåäîïóñòķìûé inadmissible, intolerable ťòïóñê leave, vacation, furlough; issue 
ÄîïŸñòèì, ÷òî... Let us assume that...  

 
ÏÓÑÒ-1 empty 

ïóñòťé empty ïóñòÿêķ nonsense 
ïóñò²íÿ desert ïóñòšòü/îïóñòšòü become deserted 

 
ÇÐ- (→çð-, çèð-, çåð-, çàð-, çîð-) see, sight, view, vision, light, spect- 
 

çðšíèå eyesight, vision çðķòåëü spectator 
Ïðåçðšíèå scorn ïîäîçðåâŧòü suspect 
çšðêàëî mirror çàð¿ sunset, dawn 
ïîçťð disgrace ïðķçðàê ghost, spectre 
 

ÇÐÅÉ- (→çðåé-, çðå-, çðåë-) ripe, mature 
 

çðšëûé mature, ripe çðšòü/çðšþò mature, ripen 
 
ÌÛÉ- (→ìû-, ìîé-, ìûâ-, ìûë-) wash, lav- 
 

(ïî)ì²òü(ñÿ) (ïî)ìťþò(ñÿ) wash óì²òü(ñÿ)/óìûâŧòü(ñÿ) wash (hands, face) 
â²ìûòü(ñÿ) wash up ñì²òü/ñìûâŧòü wash off; wash overboard 
óìûâŧëüíèê washstand, sink (óìûâŧëüíûé) òŧç (wash) basin 
ì²ëî soap ì²ëüíàÿ ïšíà lather 
(íà)ì²ëèòü(ñÿ) lather, soap ïóñêŧòü ì²ëüíûå ïóçûðķ blow soap bubbles 

 



ÊÐÛÉ- (→êðû-, êðîé-, êðûâ-, êðîâ-) cover, close 
 

êð²òü êðťþò cover ïîêð²òûé covered 
êð²øà roof êð²øêà cover, lid 
îòêð²òü/îòêðûâŧòü open; discover îòêð²òèå discovery 
îòêð²òî openly, honestly, publicly îòêðîâšííî openly, frankly, candidly 
çàêð²òü/çàêðûâŧòü close çàêð²òîå çàñåäŧíèå closed session 
íàêð²òü/íàêðûâŧòü íà ñòťë set the table Ñòťë íàêð²ò. The table has been set. 
âñêð²òü/âñêðûâŧòü open up; dissect âñêð²òèå dissection, autopsy 
ðàñêð²òü/ðàñêðûâŧòü reveal ñêð²òü/ñêðûâŧòü conceal 
ïîä ïîêðťâîì íť÷è under cover of night ïîä ïîêðťâîì òŧéíû under a cloak of secrecy 
êðťâëÿ roofing, cover ñîêðťâèùå treasure 

 
ÈÑÊ- (→èñê-, èù-, -ûñê-, -ûù-) seek 
 

èñêŧòü ķùóò search, look for ïîèñêŧòü ïîķùóò take a look for 
îáûñêŧòü/îá²ñêèâàòü search, ransack ťáûñê search 
îòûñêŧòü/îò²ñêèâàòü find, seek out èçûñêŧíèÿ (Plur.) research 
ñûñêŧòü/ñ²ñêèâàòü find (archaic) ñ²ùèê detective 
ðťçûñê inquest, search, inquiry çîëîò²å ïðķèñêè gold fields 

 

ÒÐ- (→òð-, òåð-, òèð-) rub 
 

 Perfective Imperfective  
‘wash clothes’  ñòèðŧòü ñòèðŧþò (without prefix) 
 -ñòèðŧòü -ñòèðŧþò -ñòķðûâàòü -ñòķðûâàþò (with prefix) 

other meanings: -òåðšòü -òðŸò -òèðŧòü -òèðŧþò (with prefix) 
 

Òåðšòü òðŸò rub, scrape, grate ò¸ðòûé ñ²ð grated cheese 
òðšíèå friction Ìàøķíà ðàáťòàåò áåç òðšíèÿ. The machine runs smoothly. 
ñòåðšòü/ñòèðŧòü rub off, erase ñòåðšòü ï²ëü ñî ñòîëŧ dust the table 
 ñòåðšòü ñ ëèöŧ çåìëķ wipe off the face of the earth 
 ñòåðšòü ñ äîñêķ erase the blackboard 
 ñòåðšòü ïťò ñ ëèöŧ mop one’s brow/face 
 Ťí ñò¸ð ³òî ñëťâî. He erased that word. 
 ïî- ïîò¸ðòûé worn, threadbare 
 ïåðå- Âåð¸âêà ïåðåò¸ðëàñü. The rope wore through. 
 â²- Îíŧ â²òåðëà ïîñŸäó. She wiped the dishes. 
 ïðî- Ðóêàâŧ ïðîò¸ðòû. The sleeves are worn through. 

 
Ë¨Ã-1 (→ë¸ã-, ëîã-, ëàã-, ëÿã-) place, put, lay, lie, -pose 

 

ïðåäëîæķòü/ïðåäëàãŧòü propose ïðåäëîæšíèå proposal; sentence 
ïðåäëťã preposition; excuse, pretext ïðåäëťæíûé ïàäšæ prepositional case 
ïðåäïîëîæķòü/ïðåäïîëàãŧòü suppose ïðåäïîëîæšíèå supposition 
ïîëîæšíèå position, situation ïîëîæķòåëüíûé positive 
ñëîæķòü/ñêëŧäûâàòü put together, sum up ñëťæíûé complicated 
ïðèíàäëåæŧòü belong ïîäëåæŧòü be subject to 
ëŧãåðü camp ÃÓËŦÃ Ãîñóäŧðñòâåííîå óïðàâëšíèå ëàãåðšé 

 



Ë¨Ã-2 (→ë¸ã-, ëüã-, ëüç-, ëåç-) easy, light, facil- 
 

ë¸ãêèé easy; light ë¸ãêèå lungs, lights 
ëšã÷å easier; more lightly ñëåãêŧ slightly 
îáëåã÷ŧòü/îáëåã÷ķòü relieve, facilitate ñ îáëåã÷šíèåì with relief 
ëüãťòíûé favorable íà ëüãťòíûõ óñëťâèÿõ at reduced prices 
ïťëüçà use, good, profit íåëüç¿ it is impossible; forbidden 
ïîëšçíûé useful èñïťëüçîâàòü use, make use of, utilize 

 
ÑÓÄ-1 (→ñóä-, ñóæ-, ñóæä-) judge, judic- 
 

ñŸä court; justice; trial ñóäü¿ judge 
ñóäšáíàÿ îøķáêà judicial error ñóäüáŧ fate, destiny, lot 
ñóäķòü ñóæŸ try, judge; criticize; consider çàñóäķòü condemn, sentence 
îñóäķòü/îñóæäŧòü blame, censure, condemn îáñóäķòü/îáñóæäŧòü consider, discuss 
ðàññóäķòåëüíûé rational, reasonable, sensible îáñóæäšíèå discussion 

 
ÑÓÄ-2 vessel, ship 
 

ñŸäíî vessel, craft ñóäîâŧÿ êîìŧíäà ship’s crew 
ñóäťê gravy boat ïîñŸäà plates and dishes, crockery 
êŸõîííàÿ ïîñŸäà kitchen utensils ñòåêë¿ííàÿ ïîñŸäà glassware 

 
ÂÈÍ-1 guilt, fault, blame, -cuse 
 

âèíŧ fault, guilt âèíîâŧòûé guilty, culpable 
Ìî¿ âèíŧ. It’s my fault. Âèíîâŧò(à)! Sorry! Excuse me! 
îáâèíķòü/îáâèí¿òü accuse, charge èçâèíķòü/èçâèí¿òü excuse, pardon 
âèíķòåëüíûé ïàäšæ accusative case íåâķííûé innocent, virgin 

 
ÂÈÍ-2 wine, vin- 
 

âèíť wine âèíîãðŧä vine; grapes 
âķííûé ñïķðò ethyl alcohol âèíîãðŧäíèê vineyard 

 


